
Friday, May 23, 2008 A3NewsTribune
www.newstrib.com

LOCAL

IVCIL prepares for Teen Summit
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It’s just mud
About halfway up the hill from Water Street onto West Street,
a truck started leaking a damp, soft, charcoal-gray material
onto the Peru street Thursday afternoon. The material, however,
turned out to only be dredge mud and was quickly cleaned up.

Illinois Valley Center for
Independent Living’s Youth
Services Program will have its
eighth annual Teen Summit
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday,
June 18. 

The free all-day event at
Illinois Valley Community
College is for high school stu-
dents and individuals between
the ages of 13 and 21 who
have a disability and want to
be prepared to transition into
life after high school. That
includes anyone with an indi-
vidual education plan or 504
plan.

This year’s theme,
“Transition Olympics —
Passing the Torch to Life
After High School,” is
designed to foster independent
living and self-advocacy
skills. IVCIL encourages

teens with disabilities to
attend the event “for an edu-
cational and empowering
opportunity. There will be a
fun skit and game on self
advocacy, and workshops on
Internet safety, budgeting
monthly income, and future
choices, with T-shirt, prizes,
lunch and snacks provided.”

! Registration is required
by Wednesday, May 28. To
register, call (815) 224-3126
Ext. 23. Reasonable accom-
modations are available upon
request by registration date.

The IVCIL is a nonprofit,
nonresidential service and
advocacy agency that assists
persons with disabilities in La
Salle, Bureau, Marshall,
Putnam and Stark counties.

IVCIL is a United Way
Member Agency. 
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Coal Miners Park shelter
Laborers from Marseilles Local 393 spread and smooth con-
crete for a pad at the site of the park shelter Wednesday morn-
ing at Coal Miners Park, Spring Valley. Mertel Gravel poured
24 yards of concrete donated by Illinois Cement for the pad.
Illinois Valley Sunrise Rotary plans to build a park shelter there
next month.

Airport Road/Chartres Street resurfaced quickly
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Not long after Peru and La Salle city councils approved sharing costs for repaving the road known as Airport Road by Peru
and Chartres Street by La Salle, Len Trovero Construction was quickly removing the badly deteriorated road surface this week.

By Jeff Dankert
NewsTribune Reporter

In a cost-splitting project
between the cities of La
Salle and Peru, a rough sec-
tion of Airport Road on the

cities’ boundary is getting
resurfaced this week.

The boundary between
the two cities winds back
and forth along the road.

Len Trovero
Construction Co. of La

Salle bid $85,000 for the
project, and the cities each
will pay half. The resurfac-
ing is 2,320 feet of the road
from Shooting Park Road
north to Baker Lake.

Traffic along this section

the next few days will be
reduced to one lane, regu-
lated by flagmen.

Jeff Dankert can be reached
at (815) 223-3206 Ext. 177, or
perureporter@newstrib.com.

Chicago man pleads to cocaine, heroin charges
By Kevin Caufield
NewsTribune Reporter

OTTAWA — A Chicago man
pleaded guilty Thursday to trans-
porting crack cocaine and heroin.

Edward Jones, 26, of 3756 State

St., was sentenced to 6 years in
Illinois Department of Corrections
by Circuit Judge H. Chris Ryan Jr.
Jones must serve at least 75 percent
of the sentence.

In exchange for his guilty plea,
Jones’ fines and fees are 

being waived. 
He had faced 6-30 years in

prison, a Class X felony, with no
possibility of probation after
attempting to transport 26 grams
of crack cocaine into La Salle, and
another charge for carrying 1.1

grams of heroin, a Class 1 felony.
At 9:29 p.m. Dec. 5, Jones was

stopped at Fifth and Sterling streets
in La Salle after unspecified sources
alerted police to a large shipment of
rock cocaine headed for the Illinois
Valley. La Salle and state police,

assisted by a K-9 officer from Utica,
intercepted the shipment by pulling
over the suspect vehicle.

Kevin Caufield can be reached at
(815) 223-3206 Ext. 132 or coun-
tyreporter@newstrib.com.

By NewsTribune staff

OTTAWA — The trial has
been postponed for an Ottawa
man accused of sexually
assaulting a 12-year-old
Ottawa girl and then fleeing
the country.

Justin Ray Sparlin, 28, of
403 Marquette St., appeared
Thursday before Judge
Cynthia Raccuglia. Public
defender Tim Cappellini told
prosecutors he would seek a
psychological evaluation
before his next status hearing,
which has not been sched-
uled. He is expected to appear
in court next week, according
to La Salle County assistant
state’s attorney Matt Kidder.

Sparlin was scheduled to
stand trial June 2 on one count
of predatory criminal sexual
assault, a Class X felony, car-
rying 6-30 years in prison
with no possibility of proba-
tion.

Sparlin is accused of sexu-
ally assaulting the girl on Feb.
7, while on leave from the
U.S. Army. A warrant for his
arrest was issued the same
day, but Sparlin allegedly
avoided arrest by catching a
Feb. 8 flight from Chicago to
Rome, resulting in charges
from the U.S. Army (absent
without leave) and the federal
government (unlawful flight
to avoid prosecution, a
felony).

The FBI announced March
10 that Sparlin was caught in
Germany following a bar
fight; he was flown to Fort
Hood, Texas, four days later.
Authorities collectively
agreed Sparlin would first
stand trial in Ottawa on the
sex case and then face the
AWOL and flight charges
later.

Trial postponed
in sex assault
for AWOL man

By Tom Collins 
NewsTribune Senior Reporter

OTTAWA — The Republican seeking
to replace Congressman Jerry Weller
criticized an anti-business environment

in Illinois created by
partisan gridlock and
said his Democratic
opponent is part of the
problem.

During a campaign
stop at an Ottawa
restaurant, Marty
Ozinga said as a pri-
vate businessman —
he heads Ozinga
Bros., a ready-mix
concrete company

that he’ll turn over to his sons while he
pursues public office — has shown how
political strife has hurt employers and
suppressed the growth of jobs in the
state.

“Illinois’ climate or business promo-
tion … is not the most ideal climate in
the country,” the 58-year-old Homer
Glen resident said. “We have higher
taxes, we have regulations that are more
restrictive, we have workers’ comp rules
that are more costly, we have a number of
things that result in businesses … too
often choose to go elsewhere.

“I don’t like to run down (Illinois)
because this is where we live and where
we make our living, but there are issues

that put at risk somewhat Illinois’ posi-
tion as a place for business to pursue
growth and for people to locate in.”

Ozinga said Democratic opponent
state Sen. Debbie Halvorson (D-Crete)
shares in the blame for the current state
of affairs and didn’t back away
from recent press releases link-
ing Halvorson to troubled
Gov. Rod Blagojevich.

“For years, instead of
using her Rules chairman-
ship to help the people she
represents, Halvorson has
used her influential position
as a platform to rubber-stamp
the Blagojevich-Jones Agenda in
the hopes of moving up the leader-
ship ladder,” according to a statement
from the Ozinga campaign.

Ozinga said his campaign has been
“professional,” rather than “negative,”
and said statements have merely cited
Halvorson’s record in Springfield.

“Most of us in the state are very dis-
couraged by what I would call the mess
in Springfield,” he said.

Ozinga said the differences between
Halvorson’s positions are striking: he is
anti-abortion, opposes gun control, sup-
ports the death penalty and supports a
constitutional amendment defining mar-
riage as between a man and a woman. 

Asked about running for a seat in a
Democratically-controlled Congress —
or in the same party as an unpopular

president — Ozinga said he is undaunted
and that the voters aren’t dissatisfied
with one party.

“I think people are frustrated all over
the place,” he said, citing the economy as
the chief concern. “I’m not sure the crit-

icism is necessarily directed at
Republicans or Democrats but

directed at government in
general. There seems to be
way too much gridlock;
there seems to be way too
much decision-making in a
bubble where they’re just

disconnected from the rest
of us in the real world.”
Ozinga pledged to fund his

campaign primarily through indi-
vidual contributions and, if elected, to
preserve America’s future through ener-
gy independence and greater security in
the Middle East. He said he’s been
involved in economic development
projects in the poor, politically
repressed nations that convinced him of
the need to protect America’s legacy at
home and abroad.

“That experience has made me feel
that I should never take for granted the
blessings and benefits of being born in
America and living in the greatest coun-
try on the face of the earth,” he said.

Tom Collins can be reached at (815)
223-3206 Ext. 130 or courtreporter
@newstrib.com.

Congressional candidate makes rounds

Ozinga

Trinity Catholic
class of 2008
graduates

Trinity Catholic
Academy graduation cere-
monies for the class of
2008 were this week in
St. Hyacinth Church, La
Salle. Graduates are:
Sophie Bennett, Josephine
Brady, Matthew Broviak,
Andrew Cox, Ryan Daley,
Samantha Dodda, L.
Andrew Eiten, John
Faletti, MacKenzie Fenza,
Ryan Foster, Maribel
Guerrero, Tyler Jakse,
Casandra Kasprowicz,
Megan Klinefelter,
Lauren Kunkel, Kayla
MacDavitt, James
Pellican, Mayra
Rodriguez, Megan
Rooney, Andrew Sickley,
Jacob Stiel, Jacob
Washkowiak and Collin
Zimmerman.

District resident
teaches students
about experiences
while in China

Troopers report
heroin arrest

WALTHAM — Waltham
school board this month issued
its monthly board salute to Jeff
Whalen and Ralph Moshage.
Whalen, a school board mem-
ber, was praised for reading
aloud to third-graders so well
that students issued command
performances. Moshage trav-
eled to China and phoned in
updates and stories via cellular
telephone and returned with
souvenirs for Waltham stu-
dents.

! Student fees will not
change in the coming school
year. Textbooks are $75, sports
and band fees are $50 each.

Registration is 8 a.m.-4
p.m. and 5-8 p.m. Tuesday,
July 15.

! Also, the board will look
hard at reducing health cover-
age cost. Superintendent
Kristen School reported that
premiums, which rose 22.8
percent between the 2006-07
school year and the current
school year, are projected to
climb another 30 percent.
“This is going to have a signif-
icant impact on us financially,”
she said.

! Finally, the board
approved the resignations of
cheerleading coach Karin
Oslanzi and substitute bus
driver Stacey Andreatta, and
hired Ann Dinkel as fifth-
grade teacher.

! Seventeen people attended
a community meeting Thursday
to listen and express concerns
about a bond issue for life/safe-
ty projects approved this week
by the board. School said resi-
dents asked for clarification on
how the bonds worked and
what particular projects the dis-
trict is doing. School noted the
district is not building a larger
septic system or doing a build-
ing addition ... “we’re simply
doing the repairs that are neces-
sary,” with the forethought the
septic system and sewer piping
should not block where class-
room addition, if needed, might
be constructed someday. She
also said the district is saving on
repair costs by not jackham-
mering into classroom floors to
repair piping and instead utiliz-
ing existing tunnels for
installing new pipes. She said
the repair projects are required
by the state.

Tricia Lynn Renini, 20, of
Magnolia and Matthew J.
Renini, 24, of Magnolia both
were charged with possession
of a controlled substance
(heroin) at 4:08 p.m.
Thursday on Interstate 39
southbound at Route 71 near
Oglesby after a trooper
responded to a call of a car in
the ditch and found six alu-
minum squares with heroin
residue, according to a state
police report. Both were trans-
ported to La Salle County jail.


